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STATE LIBRARY — 16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.04 pm]: Our cultural 
institutions can play a very important role in educating and engaging Western Australians on important issues. 
The State Library of Western Australia is currently working with the Department of Communities to better 
promote the important 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence against Women campaign. The State Library has worked 
on two initiatives. Firstly, it has commissioned the Centre for Stories to record oral histories of women who have 
been the victims of violence—some of which are harrowing but at the same time inspirational, in that most of these 
women are now working to help others. These stories will be used to bring human faces and voices to the campaign. 
Indeed, some of these voices have featured on the ABC Focus program. These faces, voices and stories will also 
be kept forever in the library as a record of what life is or was like for some women here at this time. Not all history 
is pleasant, and not all stories are comfortable, but it is the role of institutions like the library to reflect the truth 
and to preserve that truth for future generations. 
Secondly, the library has been working with the 233 public libraries to promote a list of books that touch on the 
subject of domestic violence. The idea being that these books will be read and discussed by book clubs throughout 
the state. This is a great way for this difficult issue to be raised in safe places that encourage civilised discussion of 
difficult topics and new ideas. The wide geographic and community reach of these 233 public libraries is particularly 
valuable in this context because an important underlying message of the 16 Days campaign is that violence against 
women is an issue that knows no socioeconomic or cultural boundaries. I commend both the State Library and the 
Department of Communities for providing a great example of departments perhaps going beyond their brief and 
working together for the public of Western Australia. 
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